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TO:-  The  Chairman  &  members, 

Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council* 


Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ended  31st*  December,  1954* 

The  health  of  the  community  has  remained  very 
satisfactory  during  the  year.  Infectious  disease,  apart 
from  an  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough,  was  negligible;  no 
cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria  or  Pood  Poisoning  were 
notified*  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  notifications 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  however. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  higher  and  the  Death  Rate  lower 
than  that  of  England  &  Wales  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  care  and  housing  of  the  ageing  population  will 
constitute  an  increasing  responsibility  since  more  of  the 
population,  principally  female,  are  now  attaining  pensionable 
age.  Further  detail  on  this  subject  is  given  in  the  Report. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  directed  to  the  new 
legislation  which  came  into  effect  during  1954* 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Pierce  and  the  staff  of  the 
Council  for  their  help  during  the  year  and  assistance  in 
compiling  this  report. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.L.  BROOMHEAD. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  .  . . .  .  .  .  .58129 

Population  . . . .10220 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954  according  3154 

to  the  Rate  Book)  .  .  . 


Rateable  Value  .  . 

£223 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate . . 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS  l  MALE 

I  FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate  \  91 

;  91 

182 

illegitimate  ;;  4 

1  3 

7 

f 

Total  Live  Births  f  95 

!  94 

189 

Crude  Birth  Rate  for  the  District . 18,4  per  1000 

of  the  population 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  .  .  .  .  .  #18*9  per  1000 

of  the  population 

Birth  Rate  for  England  &  Wales . 15*2  per  1000 

of  the  population. 

The  population  figures  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  area  and  the  Birth  Rate  is  based  on 
this  population.  To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  for  England  &  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  Crude 
Birth  Rate  for  the  area#is  multiplied  by  the  Area  Comparability 
Factor  (i.e.1.03).  The  Birth  Rates  shown  above  represent  an 
increase  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  1953  which  were  as 
follows 


Birth  Rate  for  the  District . .  15.6  per  1000 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  ••....  15.5  of  the 

population. 


STILL  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS 

j  MALE 
|  -  - 

i 

i 

\ 

x 

— - — — - f— — ~ — 

i 

FEMALE i 

i 

TOTAL 

|  •» 

Legit imate 

3 

t 

1 

i 

2  ! 

5 

1 

J 

Illegitimate 

- 

| 

t 

__ . -  -  I 

*“ 

1 

L 

Total  Still  Births 

j  3 

1 

! 

2 

t 

$ 

Rate 

per  1000  total  live 

&  still 

births  ...  .  •  • 

25.7 

Comparative  Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 
for  England  &  Wales  24*0 
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DEATHS 


1 

Male 

Female 

;  Total 

!  52 

i 

1 

30 

i 

82  j 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  the  District . .  .  .8.02  per  1000 

of  the  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  for  the  District  .....  .7*6  per  1000 

of  the  population 


Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  •  •  •  .  •  .11.3  per  1000 

of  the  population 


The  population  figures  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  area  and  the  Death  Rate  is  based  on 
this  population.  To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  for  England  &  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  Crude 
Death  Rate  for  the  area  is  multiplied  by  the  Area  Comparability 
Factor  ( ie  0.95)*  The  rates  given  above  show  only  a  fractional 
variation  as  compared  with  1953  which  were  as  follows: - 


Death  Rate . 7*6 

Death  ' R ate  "f  or’E n gland' 
and  Wales  ..••••  .11.4  ! 

i 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Tuberculosis, Respiratory 
Tuberculosis, Other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

”  ,f  lung, bronchus 

,f  ”  breast 

”  Uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia, aleukaemia 
D iabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis, enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abort ion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


!  Male 

*  ,  ni_.  ..... 

Female 

. 

Total; 

f  * 

! 

,  1 

; 

— 
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- 
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- 

- 

- 
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1 
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8 

— 
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- 

i ;  i ... .. 

- 

1 

6 

7 

„13 .  j 

'  "6  " 

2 

8 

mm 

- 
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. _  .3 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Table  "A" 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 


BIRTHS 

MALE 

■ 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

i  Legitimate 

i 

i ; 

!!  * 

-> 

2 

3 

I llegitimate 

p 

1.  ” 

1  '  ’  ~  ' 

TOTAL:  - 

3 

2 

l 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  100  0 
live  births  •  • . .  26*0 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  per  1,000  related 
live  births  •  .  .  . . .  25*5 

Table  11  B“ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age:- 


BIRTHS  r-  MALE  |  FEMALE  1  TOTAL 


Legitimate 

1 

2  ;  3 

i 

j  Illegitimate  ■: 

mm 

mm  mm 

TOTAL: 

)i 

1 

1  2  j  3 

The  figures  given  in  Table  "B”  have  already  been  included 
in  Table  nA"  above. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1954  as  compared  with  1949 519509 1951? 1952 
and  1953* _ 


DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Ac#  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

Ac#  Poliomyelitis 
(Non -Paralytic) 
Dysentery 
Ophthalmia  Neonat 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 
Para  Typhoid 
Typhoid 
Food  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 
Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever# 


TOTALS: 


■a 

b  ] 

a '  !  b  T  a  ” 

_ i _ j _ 

b  1 

.. 

a 

< 

b  a 

b  a  b ' 

j; 

13 

1 

13  i 

i 

12  il2 

20 

20 

12 

—  -  i 

i 

12  ;2 

2 

1  j.  1 

j  6 

6 

22  122 

31 

31 

11 

11  15 

15 

57  ;57 

1!" 

- 

— 

s  1  - 

—  |  — 

_ 

-  ■  1 

1 

-  1  - 

pi 

61  47  47 

GG  66 

101101  25 

25 

6  |  6 

ft  —  ” 

- . 

} 

1 

-  “  L  " 

- 

1 

1 

1  2 

2 

i 

mmm 

: 

i. 

3  !  1 

5 

~  !  "  1 

-  j  3 

1 

■ 

j 

mm  mm 

!  - 

- 

-  j  — 

- 

_ „  .  . 

...T  . 

3  [  1 

1  “ 

«—  1 

—  ,  M 

- 

r  ^ 

—  ■  — 

,  _f.  .. 

- 

L-.  ... 

J,  1 -  T 

;L*T  L  “*  i  “  ...  7 

- 

— 

■ 

“*  !  ~ 

1  |  1 

»M 

■  ■  ■  ■  „ 

.  ..  /  . 

—  i  — 

—  —  j  “ 

-  ;  -  j  - 

| 

.  i 

M-M  »  •— «  |  KM 

— 

— 

—  1  — 

*“  i  T 

— «  #-* 

59 J 

"59 

!  2 

2 

i  1 

_ T 

_ _ _ 

_ j..  ...  j. 

!  5 

5 

4  :  4 

2 

o 

1 

1  i  3 

3 

4!  4 

.. 

— 

1 1  i 

1 

i 

1 

■  t — 

1  !  - 

■ 

i  i 

i 

si 

f. 

! 

j 

i 

i 

p87  87 

If 

93  j  88' 

f 

184  181 

128127  51  49  72  70 

Apart  from  a  minor  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough 5 little 
infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  cases  of  either 
Poliomyelitis  or  Diphtheria  were  notified  and  that  only  one 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  brought  to  notice# 


"a"  =  Numbers  originally 
notified* 

ub"  =  Final  numbers  after 
correction. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE* 


Distribution  according  to  age 
Notifications  received  during  1954  -  Corrected  Figures* 

Under 

1  15-  25-  45-  Ago 

Year  1-5  5-15  25  45  &5  65+Unknown 


DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever. 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Ac* Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

Ac*  Poliomyelitis 
(N  on -Paralytic) 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puorporal .Pyrexia* 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 

Cerehro-Spinal  Fever* 


1  - 

31  23  - 

*  / 

S  — 


-  1 


2  1 


32 


32  2 


TOTAL 

1 

57 

6 


4 

70 


TOTALS:  - 


3 


■ 

■ 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
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New  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  confirmed 
by  the  County  Chest  Physician  during  the  year  show  an. 
increase  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 


YEAR 

.  . 

PULMONARY 

N  ON -PULMONARY 

TOTAL 

. . 1248 . 

,  . . . ,  .  .  „  . 

5 

1 

6 

. 1942 _  J 

3 

tr  .1 

. . 1250 _  . 

3  ]  4 

7 

1951 

6 

1952 

....  3  . . . _L_  2  . 

. 5 

. .  1553 . ' 

8  i 

*-* 

8 

1954 

7  ! 

4 

11 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY 
DURING  19 54  ACCORDING  TO  AGETaND  SEX. 


AGE  PERIODS 


0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  upwards. 
TOTALS:- 


i 

1 

j 

i 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Resp* 

N  on -Resp. 

Resp. 

Non -Resp, 

M* 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

t 

1 

r 

1 

I 

1 

3 

t 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

j 

i 

. 

7 

3 

1 

;  1  1 

i 

- 

j 

, 

- 

Although  the  above  table  shows  a  slight  numerical 
increase  of  notifications  as  compared  with  previous  years, 
it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
were  recorded  during  the  year. 

It  should  be  noted  however  that  in  addition  to  the 
new  cases  notified  each  year,  a  certain  proportion  of 
tuberculous  persons  either  move  into  the  district  or  move 
out*  According  to  the  Register  of  Tuberculous  Persons, 
the  following  cases  were  resident  in  the  area  at  the  end 
of  1954. 


j  Male  Female 

- — — - --f 

Total. 

! Pulmonary  •  21  22 

43 ... 

1  Non -Pulmonary  11  7 

18 

Totals:  ;  32  j  2§" 

j! . 

61 

. 


. 


LEGISLATION 


r 


During  1954  the  following  legislation  was  issued 
by  the  various  I.Iinistries  of  the  Central  Government.  The 
most  important  ■'ere  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1954  and  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Goverment  Circular  concerning 
Slum  Clearance. 


The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1954 


Ministry  of  Health  Circular  8/54 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 


Slaughterhouse  Act,  1954 


Food  &  Drugs  Amendment  Act, 1954 


These  Regulations  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st. 
March, 1955  and  amend  the 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regns, 
1951  by  prescribing  a  new 
form  of  certificate  for 
the  notification  by  a 
medical  practitioner  of 
cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 
The  new  form  requires  the 
cause  of  the  disease, if 
known,  to  be  stated. 

-  This  circular  directed  the 
issue  of  a  memorandum  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Chest  Physicians 
reviewing  the  value  of 
existing  measures  to  bring 
tuberculosis  under  control. 

-  This  Act  came  into  force 
on  the  5th.  July,  1954- 
Local  Authorities  are  now 
responsible  for  the  time 
being  for  ensuring  that 
adequate  slaughtering 
facilities  are  available 
and  for  the  grant  of  and 
renewal  of  licences  in 
respect  thereof  etc. 

-  Apart  from  Sec.  28  which 
makes  certain  provisions 
governing  the  restricting 
of  private  slaughterhouses, 
the  remainder  of  the  Act 
will  not  come  into  force 
until  the  early  part  of 
1955. 


The  Slaughter  of  An imals( Prevention  These  regulations  came  into 
of  Cruelty)  (No.  2)  Regulations,  1954.  force  on  the  1st.  December 

1954  and  are  designed  to 
secure  humane  conditions 
and  practices  in  connection 
with  the  slaughter  of 
animals  at  slaughterhouses 
and  Knackers  Yards. 


Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF  4/54  -  Concerns  slaughtering 

facilities  to  be  made  by 
Local  Authorities  on  the 
decontrol  of  meat  and 
livestock. 


‘ 


. 


V 


LEGISLATION  ( CONTINUED ) 


Ministry  of  Pood  Circular  MP  5/54 


Ministry  of  Pood  Circular  MP  10/54 


Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act, 1954. 


Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local 
Government  Circular  75/54 


Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local 
Government  Circular  8/54# 

The  National  Assistance  Act.  1948 

Se  cV  47  R  em ova 1  "to  r s u i  tab! e  pre  mi 

care  and  attention. 


-  Concerns  the  licensing  and 
provision  of  Slaughter¬ 
houses. 

-  Public  Health(Meat)  Regns. 
1924-1952  -  Slaughtering 
and  meat  inspection. 

This  Act  came  into  force 
on  the  30th.  August.  Inter 
alia  the  Council  is  required 
to  submit  to  the  Minister 
of  Housing  &  Local  Government 
within  the  next  12  months 
its  proposals  for  dealing 
with  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  liable  to 
demolition. 

Slum  Clearance  Procedure. 


Rivers(Prevention  of 
Pollution)  Act,  1954 


of  persons  in  need  of 


Whilst  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  evoke  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  during  the  year,  one  case  was 
referred  to  the  County  Welfare  Officer  for  Part  111 
a  c  c  ommoda  t i on . 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  following  children  received  primary  immunisations 
during  1954* 

Under  1  year  Ages  1-4  Ages  5-14 

37  109  34  ' 

TOTAL:  -  180 


Total  immunised  child  population  as  at  31»12.54» 

Ages  0-4  Ages  5-14  T  otal 

412  1316  1728 


Vaccination 


The  following  children  were  vaccinated  during  1954: 
Under  1  year  Ages  1-4  Ages  5-15 

70  8  4 

T  otal:  -  82 


Note:-  Total  live  births  during  1954  was  189 


THE  AGEING  POPULATION. 


There  is  no  satisfactory  definition  of  old  age. 

The  redaction  of  mental  and  physical  capacity  associated 
with  old  age  begins  much  earlier  than  the  artificial  ages 
of  retirements 

It  has  been  estimated  that  one  in  seven  of  the 
population  are  of  pensionable  age,  and  a  Census  in  1951 
showed  that  one  house  in  fifteen  consists  of  one  person  aged 
60  years  or  more®  This  increase  in  the  number  of  aged  in 
our  midst  is  due  to  economic  and  social  progress  and  great 
advances  in  the  field  of  Public  Health  and  curative  medicine* 

Although  there  has  been  seme  increase  in  the 
expectation  of  life,  this  is  not  the  principle  cause  of 
the  increase;  more  people  are  now  reaching  old  age,  an 
infrequent  event  in  the  past® 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  care  of  the  aged 
constitutes  a  social  and  economic  problem  which  will  make 
increasing  demands  on  the  younger  and  producing  members  of 
the  community  in  the  future®  It  is  desirable  to  encourage 
and  prolong  the  mental  and  physical  activities  of  the 
elderly,  and  some  form  of  productive  employment,  however 
simple,  is  of  great  assistance  to  this  end.  It  is  of 
little  value  to  the  individual  if  having  attained  a  healthy 
old  age,  he  finds  himself  unwanted,  neglected  and  divorced 
from  the  community. 

The  parents  of  young  families  are  frequently  unable 
to  include  their  parents  in  the  family  unit  owing  to 
housing  difficulties.  My  own  experience  is  that  young 
couples  are  better  living  alone®  I  frequently  hear  of 
the  domestic  problems  which  arise  when  attempts  are  made  to 
live  with  the  respective  father  or  mother-in-law*  It  is 
preferable  that  the  elderly  should  live  in  their  own  homes 
and  every  attempt  should  be  made  to  further  this  objective. 
However  attractive  Welfare  Accommodation  may  be,  or  however 
comfortable  and  efficient  our  hospital  service,  in  my 
opinion,  they  do  not  replace  the  very  natural  desire  of  all 
of  us  to  remain  under  our  own  roof® 

During  1954  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take 
action  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  for  the 
removal  of  a  person  to  a  suitable  hospital  or  Institution. 


' 


\ 


* 

' 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


During  the  year  the  various  Undertakings  serving 
the  Rural  District  were  subject  to  frequent  bacteriological 
examination*  Departures  from  the  normal  were  investigated 
and  appropriate  action  taken  to  safeguard  the  supply.  A 
summary  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given 
in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspectors  Report  annexe  do 


EXISTING  SUPPLIES. 

( a )  From  Source s_ .maintained  , by_  the  Council © 


1. 


OAKSEYo -  Water  is  raised  from  a  Borehole  and  the 
supply  is  chlorinated  before  distribution  to  the 
consumer*  Regular  bacteriological  examinations  have 
been  carried  out,  One  sample  of  raw  water  taken  in 
January  showed  a  slight  pollution  with  non-faec  1 
and  faoe.:.1  organisms©  Monthly  samples  of  the  treated 
water  have  been  satisfactory  with  the  exception  of 
three  which  contained  a  very  small  degree  cf  non-* 
faecal  organisms* 


Chemical  analysis  was 
The  borehole  yield  has 


reported  as  satisfactory© 
been  satisfactory  during  the  yea 


2©  CRUDWELL-  Monthly  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 
sn  ov/e T'a  varying  degree  of  non -fa  Deal  and  faecal 
pollution  and  in  Mar  h  the  Council  agreed  that  a 
Chlorinating  Riant  be  installed. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  from  this  source  during 
the  year* 

3.  HU LLAVINC-T (XT >  -  The  parish  has  two  sources  of  supply, 
i.  e©  the  Air  Ministry  main  and  the  borehole  owned  by 
the  councils  Although  the  former  source  is  treated, 
the  borehole  supply  is  not©  Month;./  samples  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  anc.  on  cno 
occasion  only  non-faecal  organisms  wore  reported  in 
considerable  number s* 


Owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  Council* s  borehole 
and  pumping  plant,  the  quantity  of  water  raised  was 
not  entirely  satisfactory©  This  was  particularly 
evident  during  the  peak  hours  of  consumption. 


4e  CORST ON.  -  Regular  samples  of  the  treated  water  gojw'g 

into  supply  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examinatio 
Eight  samples  were  sterile;  seven  showed  considerable 
non-faecal  pollution,  three  containing  faecal  organisms 
also  and  two  samples  contained  snal?  nu  ere  of  non- 
faecal  organisms  only< 


The 


water  was  also  sampled 


regularly  during  the  year©  Pour  samples  were  sterile 
and  of  the  remaining  twenty-three  samples,  eight  showed 
gross  pollution  with  non-faecal  organisms;  of  these  one 
was  grossly  polluted  with  faecal  organisms  also*  two 
moderately  and  five  slightly.  Seven  samples  were  only 
moderately  polluted  with  non-faecal  organisms;  one 
containing  faecal  organises  in  addition*  Sight  samples 
were  slightly  polluted  with  non-faecal  organisms  only© 

The  yield  from  this  source  has  been  satisfactory® 


( b)  Supplies  in  bulk  from  Other  Author:.. ties , 

1.  Prom  Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett  R#D©Co  to: - 

Brinkworth,D aunts ey, Mine ty, Parts  of  Lea  and  Clever ton g 
Parts  of  Little  Somerford  and  Parts  of  Great.  Somerfordo 


. 


- 


j- ; 


- 


, 


'' 

' 


WATER  SUPPLIES  (CONTINUED)  Page 

Supplies  in  bulk _ from  Other  Authorities  (Coptd ) 

2.  Malmesbury  Borough  Council  to  parts  of  St© Paul  (Wt)0 


3*  West  Gloucestershire  Water  0oyo  to  Sherston  Village© 

( c )  Areas  supplied  in  detail  by  the  West  Gloucestershire 
Water  C pnrpauyo 


LuckingtcpjSorv/orth^Parts  of  Norton  and  P oxley  and  Parts 
of  Sherston  (Knockdown)© 

(d)  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES, 


1«  CHE LW ORTHo -  This  is  a  small  undertaking  which  supplies 
farms  and  cottages  in  the  North  of  Crudwell  Parisho 


2.  CHARLTONe  «  The  Charlton  Estate  provides  a  supply  to 
Charlton  Park  and  the  Home  Farm  with  a  Standpipe  supply 
to  Charlton  Village,  During  the  year  the  supply  was 
closely  supervised  and  a  total  of  eighty  eight  samples,, 
taken  at  the  spring  source  and  at  various  points  of 
supply  severe  sent  for  bacteriological  examination© 


Approximately  68$  of  the  samples*,  the  majority  of  which 
were  taken  from  the  spring  source P  were  satisfactory© 

The  remaining  32$  reported  as  containing  variable  degrees 
of  pollution  with  faecal  types  of  B*Coli  indicated  that 


JU  . 


pollution  cf  the  water  was  taking  placeat  points  along 


in  Charlton 


The  tank  was 


the  supply 9  particularly  the  supply  tank 
Village  and  also  the  village  standpipeD 
cleaned  out  and  chlorinated  and  the  supply  to  the  village 
subsequently  showed  an  improvement:, 

A  chemical  analysis  taken  on  the  llth0  January  was 
satisfactory© 

The  supply  is  not  chlorinated© 


BR0IC5NB CROUCH  «  This  is  a  small  undertaking  giving  a 

Standpipe  supply  in  the  village  to  28  cottages  and  two 
farms©  During  the  year  a  total  of  1 6  samples  of  the 
raw  and  treated  water  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination©  Only  four  samples  were  reported  as 


sterile;  the  remu 
faecal  and  faecal  pollution© 

A  small  dr in  feed  chlopinator 


ring  12  shewed  slight  to  moderate  non- 

is  installed© 


EASTCN  GRID:  -  The  village  is  supplied  by  a  small  private 
e  s  tat  o  supp ly * 

All  new  mains  and  replacements  of  mains  are  chlorinated 
by  the  Water  Manager  before  service  pipes  are  provided 
there;?:.5  en?) 


. 


■ 

. 

' 
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The  following  information  concerning  water  supplies  has 
been  supplied  to  me  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Council1 s  Water 
Manager* 


Main laying. 

During  the  year  mainlaying  has  been  in  progress  in 
the  parishes  of  Brinkworth,  Charlton, Lea  &  Cleverton  and 
St*  Paul  Malmesbury  Without,  and  when  completed  will  afford 
supplies  to  the  greater  portion  of  the  dwellinghouses  and 
farms  in  these  areas* 


Relaying  of  Ma  in* 

Sections  of  existing  spun  iron  mains  have  been 
relaid  with  Asbestos  Cement  pipes  in  the  parishes  of  Brinkworth 
and  Dauntsey.  This  was  necessary  owing  to  the  corrosive 
action  of  the  clay  with  the  resultant  loss  of  water  and 
inconvenience  to  the  consumers. 


The  existing  li,f  water  main  in  the  village  of  Oaksey 
was  replaced  with  a  6"  Asbestos  Cement  main  to  improve  the 
supply  and  meet  increased  demands. 


Water  Supply  Statistics* 


Suppliers 


N  o*  of  N  o. 

Houses  with 

in  District  piped 

supplies 


%  of  Popul- 

Total  at  ion 

supplied  supplied 


%  of 

Farms  Farms 

Supplied* 


3170 

2324 

73*3 

8011 

375 

85.3 

Piped  Water 
supply  by 

R*  D  •  C  • 

1345 

57.87 

4595 

Malmesbury 

B  or  ough 

263 

11*32 

920 

West  Glose 

Water  Co. 

323 

22.59 

1818 

Air  Ministry 

162 

6,98 

580 

Private 

Supplies* 

29 

1.24 

98 

.3170, 

2324 

73,30 

8011 

.375.  . 

83.3  . 

Without  piped  supply 

846 

26.70 

2209 

14.70 

Percentage  of  population 

supplied 

79.3.38 

Total  Water  Supplied:  Domestic  Farms  &  Trade* 


Malrne sbury  R*D.C* 
including  bulk  supplies 

43,745,000 

31,542,000 

West  Glos.Water  Co* 

14,000,000 

4,500,000 

Private  sources 

6*000,000 

Total  water  consumed 
per  annum  in  district 

63.745.000 

36.042.000 

. 


. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  ( C ONT IITUED  ) 

Statistics  (  contd) 
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Water  supplied  to  whole  of  Rural  District. 

Domestic  Purposes  -  Consumption  per  head  per  day 

Agricultural  purposes  -  Average  consumption  per 

farm  per  day 

Manufacturing  purposes  Average  consumption 

per  day a 

Mainlaying. 

Length  of  mains  laid  during  year 
Laid  previously 

Total: 


23«77  gallons 
308*27  gallons 
9*260  gallons© 

14. 80  miles 

17*98  miles 
£2.78 


Parish  No*  of 

Houses 
in  Parish 

N  0.  of 
houses 
directly 

Population 

supplied 

supplied  hy 

Private 

supplies 

standpipe 

Brinkworth 

309 

2(7/ 

907 

Br  okenhor  ough 

134 

69 

234 

30 

Charlton 

196 

6 

25 

50 

Crudwell 

207 

115 

391 

Dauntsey 

117 

104 

353 

Easton  Grey 

30 

26 

80 

Gt.Somerf  ord 

160 

120 

40  8 

Hanker  ton 

69 

2 

6 

Hullavington 

263 

238 

780 

Lea  &  Cleverton 

171 

113 

396 

Lt.Somerf  ord 

87 

65 

230 

Luckington 

153 

114 

396 

Minety 

2  38 

212 

760 

Norton 

46 

35 

125 

Oaksey 

118 

91 

330 

St. Paul  Without 

440 

377 

1280 

Sherston 

394 

338 

1200 

S  opw  or  th 

36 

32 

110 

3170 

2324 

"Soil 

80 

/ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31  st,  DECEMBER, 1954. 


HOUSING. 

ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


Houses  completed  during  the  years- 

Luckington  Holcot  3  bedroomed  14 

Brokenborough  do  _ 4 

Total  s-  18 

Houses  in  course  of  construction s- 

Dauntsey  Holcot  3  bedroomed  22 


Number  of  inspections  of  above  houses  and  sites  230. 
CHARLTON  CENTRE. 


During  the  year  instructions  were  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  that  huts 
which  became  vacant  should  not  be  re-let. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  38  huts  were  occupied. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith  35 • 
MAINTENANCE  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  the  Council rs 
direct  labour  staff  were  maintaining  the  following  houses 
and  other  accommodation s- 


Pre-war 

164 

Wartime  agricultural 
Barley  Close  Bungalows 

Burton 

8 

Hill 

14 

Exhibition  Cottage 

1 

Day  Nursery 

7 

Charlton  Centre 

58 

Post  War  Traditional 

76 

Swedish 

6 

Airey 

30 

Cornish  Unit 

87 

Holcot 

18 

Total s— 

469 

The  maintenance  of  the  houses  includes  attention 
to  27  sewage  disposal  plants.  There  are  now  88  sewage  tanks 
which  require  periodic  emptying. 

Number  of  inspections  of  occupied  Council  Houses  433* 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  BUILDING. 


Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  24. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

Number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval  69* 

Number  of  plans  approved  _  89. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith  255* 


. 


■ 


I 

. 

■ 


'  •  • 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947. 
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Number  of  applications  for  permission  to  develop  60. 

Number  approved  without  conditions  27, 

Number  approved  with  conditions  52. 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  Nil. 

Number  of  applications  refused  1. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith  104. 


BUILDING  LICENSING. 

During  the  year  the  restrictions  on  building  were 
progressively  withdrawn  and  licensing  finally  ceased 
entirely. 


Number  of  applications  for  licences  9. 

Number  of  licences  granted  9. 

Value  of  licences  granted  £18,667. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith  9* 

TEMPORARY  DWELLINGS. 

Number  of  inspections  of  caravans  etc.  5* 


INSPECTION  OP  DWELLINGS. 


Number  of  inspections  of  dwellings  for  defects 

under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  190. 

Number  of  dwellings  found  unfit  for  habitation  Nil. 

Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  not  in  all 

respects  fit  97* 

Number  of  dwellings  repaired  by  informal  action  29 • 

Number  of  cases  of  statutory  action  under 

Housing  Acts  Nil. 

Number  of  cases  of  statutory  action  under 

Public  Health  Acts  Nil. 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  as  a  result 

of  statutory  action  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  demolished  12. 

Number  of  undertakings  completed  Nil. 

Number  of  overcrowded  dwellings  known  at  end  of  year  Nil. 

Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  10. 

Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  10. 

Number  of  persons  concerned  53  • 


HOUSING  SURVEY, 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  for  the  district  is  complete 


and  the  houses 

have  been  classified  as 

follows 

Category  1 

Satisf actory 

456 

"  2 

Minor  defects 

289 

!!  7 

Major  defects 

430 

n  4 

Suitable  for 

reconstruction 

233 

51  ^ 

Unfit 

170 

Totals-  1578 


HOUSING  ACT,  1919  -  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

Number  of  applications  for  grant  13* 

Number  approved  by  Council  13* 

Number  of  schemes  completed  6. 

The  Council  now  has  full  discretion  with  regard  to  the 

making  of  grants  for  the  improvement  of  houses  without 
obtaining  the  pr.  or  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government.  Owners  are  taking  greater  advantage 
of  the  Act,  but  there  are  still  many  cottages  which  could 
be  improved  and  saved  from  demolition. 


* 


I  • 

. 


' 


. 


' 
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WATER. 


Samples  from  the  Council fs  supplies  have  been  regularly 
submitted  for  examination,  together  with  occasional  samples 
from  private  supplies  and  the  necessary  action  taken  thereon. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with 

water  supplies  300. 

SEWERS  AND  SETIAGE  DISPOSAL. 


There  are  sewers  and  small  obsolete  disposal  plants  in 
the  following  parishes s-  Crudwell,  St.  Paul  Without  (Burton 
Hill)  and  Sherston. 

Sewers  discharging  without  treatment  into  ditches  water¬ 
courses  or  streams  are  at  Brinkworth,  Corston,  Great  Somerford, 
Hullavington,  Lea,  Little  Somerford,  Luckington,  Oaksey  and 
Sopworth.  The  Council  have  for  years  undertaken  the  periodic 
cleansing  of  ditches  at  Brinkworth,  Great  Somerford, 
Hullavington  and  Luckington. 

It  is  becoming  progressively  difficult  and  expensive  to 
obtain  labour  for  such  work  and  the  increased  flow  of  drainage 
consequent  upon  the  installation  of  piped  water  supplies  makes 
the  problem  more  acute. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with 

Sewage  Disposal  64. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Household  refuse  is  collected  twice-monthly  over  the 
whole  of  the  Rural  District.  The  collections  are  carried 
out  by  direct  labour  and  refuse  is  deposited  at  four  tips. 
Brinkworth  and  Hullavington  (owned  by  the  Council),  Oaksey 
and  Sherston  (by  arrangement  with  the  owners).  Collections 
generally  have  given  rise  to  no  complaints  and  no  serious 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  the  tips. 

Mileage  covered  by  the  lorry  in  collections  11575* 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with 

collection  and  disposal  62. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  refuse  tips  have  been  treated  as  required  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  sewers  shew  no  serious  infestation. 
Private  premises  have  been  treated  on  request,  without 
charge,  as  in  the  past. 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  282. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


52  visits  were  made  and  the  necessary  action  taken 
following  reported  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

NUISANCES. 


Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  drainage 
and  drainage  disposal 


169. 


' 


■ 

. 


' 


■■ 


. 


. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 
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MILK. 


Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  1, 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  3. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

3  Bakehouses  in  the  district  are  clean  and 
generally  satisfactory. 

MEAT. 


During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the 
centralised  slaughtering  rjid  distribution  of  meat 
continued. 

During  this  period  92 %  lbs.  of  beef  was  condemned. 

Prom  the  1st  July  the  use  of  private  slaughterhouses 
was  again  allowed.  One  such  slaughterhouse  was  licensed. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  and  all  carcases 
insp  ecteds- 


Cattle 

40 

Calves 

9 

Sheep 

60 

Pigs 

39 

6  lbs,  meat  and  104  lbs.  offal  were  condemned. 
PRIED  PISH  SHOPS. 


One  Pried  Fish  Shop  is  registered  and  is  satisfactory. 
ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  Nil. 
”  :i  "  "  sale  18. 

”  "  inspections  26. 

3  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

POOD  SHOPS. 


Number  of  inspections 
PUBLIC  HOUSES. 


26. 


A  progressive  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  sanitary 
accommodation  and  washing-up  facilities  is  in  operation  and 
most  of  the  licensed  houses  in  the  District  are  now  satisfact¬ 
ory. 

The  absence  of  piped  water  supply  and  difficulty  of 
drainage  disposal  has  made  it  necessary  to  postpone,  for  the 
time  being,  much  needed  improvements  to  some  houses. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith  27. 
SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  supply  of 
milk  and  meals  3* 

STORAGE  OP  PETROL. 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  6. 

SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  inspections 
under  the  various  heads  was 


made 

2433. 


X 


